CHAPTER XII

UNILATERAL DESTRUCTION

12.1. Cease-fire and Iraq's declarations:-

It must be recalled that Iraq was subjected to continuous air bombardments and
cruise missile attacks lasting 42 days in which more than 100 000 tons of
explosives were dropped all over the country targeting military and non- military
industries and infrastructure. After the cease- fire and acceptance of SCR 687
Iraq was troubled by foreign inspired and backed rebellions which lasted for
about one month leaving a relatively short time for consideration of the questions
related to the declarations required under section C of SRC 687.

[t was argued that the most important items of immediate concern to the SC
were the hardware items of chemical weapons deployed, bulk chemical agents in
stores, as well as the missiles of certain range beyond tactical.

Therefore lists of such items that could generally be located and secured were
hastily drawn up and presented by mid April 1991. However, questions
pertaining to incomplete projects, inconclusive endeavors, R & D activities etc.
were to be subject to future declarations with UNSCOM teams when they visit
Irag. In view of the length of the Irag-Iran war which lasted eight years and the
expansion of the CW activities beyond the scope of the known agents produced
and filled into munitions which were identified in the declaration it was decided
to avoid possible complications during UNSCOM visits and to trim the size and
scope of the programme by unilaterally destroying a number of items given in
Chapter -Unilateral destruction.

It must be remembered that the people involved in the implementation of SRC
resolution just emerging from a vicious and destructive war, lacking in
experience in an entirely new field of work requiring different frame of mind and
perceptions, desiring to save as many as possible general purpose equipment,
maerials and assets from destruction, trying to avoid expanding the area of the
work with UNSCOM teams beyond the important items contained in the
declarations led to unilateral destruction. There was no intention whatsoever to
disregard SCR 687 of rendering harmless all weapons etc. ...

There was no intention to give false or incomplete declarations regarding the
above mentioned areas which were considered as the most important. However,
activities such as R & D, documentations of whatever kind and other efforts in
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non CW production areas were not considered as important information for the
declaration purpose.

During that period it was argued that some unimportant items as yet
undeclared should be partially or totally concealed and all materials relevant to
their existence to be unilaterally obliterated as their revelation would complicate
matters and prolong the process with UNSCOM.

The areas covered by that decision concerned the following:

1. Some aspects of the Vx programme concerning the spoiled quantities
produced, and the existence of some remaining precursors such as P2S5 and
choline.

2. The DF precursor filled in jerrycans at air bases together with the R-400
aviation bombs filled with alcohol as well as 20 Al-Hussain warheads filled
with alcohol together with DF additive in jerrycans.

3. Remaining empty munition shells and casings as yet undeclared to UNSCOM
teams for being as components for conventional munitions.

4. 125 aerial bombs BR-250 filled with CS stored at airstrip 37 as they were not
declared in the first declaration and were not considered an item of
importance as they were not intended as chemical weapons but were to be
used to mislead the enemy.

5. The documentations especially know-how and production documentations

It is seen from the above instances that there was no criteria for the decisions
of unilateral destructions and no obvious logic governing the choice of items
concealed.

Rather personal perceptions and some mistaken assessments of the area in
question played a major part in those actions. The reasons for the unilateral
destruction can be summed up by the wish to avoid complications and to down
size the CW programme leaving the essential elements.

It must also be remembered that the minister in charge of MIC was H.K and he
was not in favour of cooperation with UNSCOM. In retrospect considering his
defection and subsequent revelation of his views it could have been that the
decision for unilateral destruction, which was certainly his decision, was made to
complicate relation with UNSCOM rather than to simplify the task of the
commission as the personnel involved were led to believe.
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12.2. UNILATERAL DESTRUCTION OF EMPTY MUNITIONS:

The order for unilateral distraction of all undeclared items, materials and
documentations was a blanket order from MIC's highest authority (H.K)
communicated orally to all establishments involved directly or indirectly . The
destruction was on the responsibility and peril of the establishments themselves
except for the important know- how documentations which were to be collected
and handed over to H.K personal staff for supervised destruction as the
establishments were informed later.

The documentation thus collected appeared in Aug. 1995 in the chicken farm
of HK.

12.2.1. Empty Munitions:

Empty munitions were first considered as unimportant item and due to lack of
complete information on the inventory they were not included in the declarations
of April and May 1991.

However, at the same time it was argued that any empty munition found later
could be useful as components or raw materials for conventional munitions and
other valuable materials could be recycled for other industries. So unilateral
destruction was carried out in the second half of 1991 (July-Aug. 1991) by teams
from Al-Muthana at different sites to implement the oral instruction from D.G of
Al-Muthana about the destruction of the items which were regarded as
unimportant in order to avoid contradiction with the 1st Iraqi declaration ( May
1991) as detailed below:-

12.2.1.1 Mosul Electric Stores:
Different types of empty munition were stored in these warehouses in the
second half of 1990 including:
(2000) 122 mm rocket type Sakar 30
(4990) 122 mm rocket type firos 25 (carbon steel warhead)
(4865) 122 mm rocket type firos 25
(3520) 122 mm aluminium warheads

The destruction was carried out according to the following:

- Sakar warheads were taken to a remote area called Bakhara and destroyed by
demolition explosion

- All the Firos 25 warheads were first destroyed by crushing or by cutting by arc
welding and then the remains were taken to the foundry of Nassar State
Establishment and reformed to ingots.

- The aluminium warheads were first crushed and then taken to Ur foundry and
reformed to ingots.



All the above were verified by UNSCOM team (8) lead by Jim Knapp ( for the
verification See doc. V11 in verification chapter XIV ).

12.2.1.2 Haditha Munition Stores:
(4000) empty 122 mm rocket Sakar 30 were stored there. The empty Sakar
rockets destroyed in a nearby area by demolition explosion.
(2950) 122 mm rocket type firos 25. The empty 122 mm rocket type firos 25
(warheads) were destroyed at Al-Nassar foundry.

Verification of destruction was carried out by UNSCOM team (8). ( for the
verification See doc. V11 in verification chapter XIV ).

12.2.1.3 Al-Muthana and Al-Tharthar:

(1640) rocket 122 mm type (firos) which had been stored at Al-Muthana were
translocated to Al-Tarmiya to open the warheads and transfer them to Nasser
foundry to be melted.

(1980) rocket 122 mm type (firos) which had been stored at Al-Tharthar stores
(located near Falluja/IlI site) were translocated to Al-Ramadi in order to open the
warheads and then the warhead transferred to Nasser foundry to be melted.

(1000) C.S warhead 122 mm which had been stored at Al-Muthana were
translocated to Al-Ramadi then transferred to UR Establishment in Nassariyah in
order to molt the aluminium canisters at their foundry and the warhead
transferred to Nassir foundry to be melted.

Verification of destruction was carried out by UNSCOM team (8) ( for the
verification See doc. V11 in verification chapter XIV ).

12.2.1.4 Tigris Canal (Kilo 28):

1975 empty aerial bombs gauge 250 (1225 Muthana 1 and Muthana 2 750
aerial bomb type LD 250).

25 empty aerial bomb type Muthana 4 (radiological bomb).

The above were destroyed by cutting the bombs with oxy acetylene, and then
transferred to East of Baghdad railway station to be sent afterward to the steel
foundry in Basrah.

This was verified by UNSCOM team (8). (See verification chapter Doc. V.11).

12.3. Unilateral Destruction of Filled Munitions:

12.3.1. Aerial bomb R-400 filled with alcohol (Iraqi Binary system)
At the end of the military operations, R-400 stored in different air-bases
(which were not declared before) were destroyed in July 1991 by demolition
explosion in the same air-base were the bombs were stored as follows:
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Location Quantity

Saddam Air-base 80 (destroyed and buried in a nearby location)
Al-Kadisiyah Air-base 240 (destroyed and buried in a nearby location)
Sa'ad Air-base 28 (destroyed and buried in a nearby location)
Tamoz Air-base 120 (destroyed and buried in a nearby location)
Talha Air-base 60 (destroyed and buried in a nearby location)

These aerial bombs were destroyed according to instruction from DG of MSE
to air force in order to destroy the bombs and jerrycans in the air bases.
Representatives from Al-Muthana were present at the air bases to supervise the
destruction of these bombs which were not declared previously.

(1056) plastic containers (20 liter capacity) containing DF were also destroyed
at the above-mentioned sites.

Verification of destruction was carried out later by UNSCOM team (8). (for
the verification See doc. V.14, V.15 for the destruction of R-400 at Al-Kadissya
and Tamuz air bases and See also the doc. of a latter from MSE to MIC dated 5
Jan. 1991 which was received by UNSCOM in 8 Dec. 1995).

12.3.2 Al-Hussain Warhead filled with Alcohol (Iraqi Binary System):

In July 1991, 15 Al-Hussain Warheads stored in Al-Falluja forest and 5
warheads stored in Al-Tharthar stores were transferred to Alnibae area. There all
the warheads (20) were put in a large ditch dug for this purpose and they were
destroyed by demolition explosives and some conventional exploded on top.

The other component of the Binary system the DF was destroyed by draining
into scattered pits in the area. A letter from MSE to MIC dated 5 Jan. 1991 which
was received by UNSCOM in 8 Dec. 1995 confirm the total number of Al-
Hussain warheads (50 warhead) and showed that (35) of them had been filled
with Iraqi binary and the rest (15 warhead) had been filled with mixture (GB,
GF). This doc. confirm that the (20 warhead which unilaterally destroyed had
been filled with Iraqi binary and never filled with other agents as suspicion raised
by UNSCOM about these warheads.

12.3.3 Aerial bombs type 250 filled with CS:

In Summer of 1991, 125 Aerial bombs filled with CS were destroyed by
demolition explosives in the Airfield 37.

Verification was carried out by UNSCOM team (8).

The reason for unilateral destruction of all the items under paragraphs 12.2 and
12.3 mentioned above were in order to avoid intrusions in air-bases in general
and not to conceal a particular item. Clearly, type 250 bombs filled with CS
cannot be considered an item to be concealed from UNSCOM.

- As for the reasons for failure to declare the unfilled munitions which were
stored out side MSE by the end of 1990 it was simply because the stores and
depots were the unfilled munitions were stored were reported as total losses
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due to their bombardment by allied forces. Later it appeared that some stored
material especially unfilled munitions survived the bombardments and when
they were found after the declaration they were unilaterally destroyed.

- However, the motors of 122 mm rockets were not destroyed at the time were
transferred in 1992 to Al-Qaqa State Establishment as the motors were
common to conventional 122 mm rockets. However, Al-Qaga St. Est. after
analysis found that the propellant used was exposed to high temp. and was
unstable. The quantity of motors involved about 20000 units were stored at
Dijla-2 site. It was moved and destroyed under Al-Qaga supervision.

- The empty 122 mm warheads were not transferred to any establishment for use
in conventional munitions because their design and internal dimensions were
unsuitable and no party was interested in the material. Therefore it was
destroyed.

12.4. Unilateral Destruction of Raw Materials, Precursors and agents:

In 1991 the Iraqi declaration did not include Vx since all production attempts
failed due to instability problems.

However, large amounts of precursors were imported based on the successful
research and development results and the presence of such large quantities hastily
imported was difficult to explain and it was decided to obliterate the Vx
programme and unilaterally destroy all its precursors.

12.4.1 Choline:

In July 1991 a team was assigned to carry out the destruction of about 55 ton
of holine filled in 200 liter barrels and stored in 4 shipping containers. These
containers were taken to a site North of Sammara city (West of Kassir Al-
Ashiq).

The contents of the barrels were drained on the ground from a level area. The
destruction site was inspected by the CG group and samples were taken from soil
and barrels found at the site in Oct. 1995 for verification purposes.

This precursor was destroyed according to the oral instruction from DG of
MSE to the production manager to destroy every thing related to VX (See doc.
IV.3 chap. XIV).

12.4.2 Phosphorus Pentasulphide:

P2S5 (157) tons was stored at Dijla warehouse together with isopropanol,
cyclohexanol, ethanol, di- isopropylamine, chlorobenzene, and dichloroethane all
of which are general purpose chemicals which were used to be transferred for use
in chemical and paint industry. However, the Company "Modern Paint Industry"
picked up all the solvents and did not have any use for the P2S5. By that time it
was too late for including the material in the declaration and consequently was
transferred to a dumping site in Al-Saglawiya area N: 33 23 E: 43 42 and
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destroyed by mixing it with sand and burying it in Oct. 1991 according to oral
instruction from the DG of Al- Muthana.

Verification of destruction was carried out by UNSCOM team (8). and CG
groups from BMVC visited the site several times and samples was taken for the
purpose of verification.

12.4.3 MPS:

The remaining quantity of produced MPS about (1625) kg was destroyed by
the Iraqi side, by adding water to the barrels of MPS at Diha'a site in Summer
1991. The unilateral destruction of MPS was for the same reasons given for
choline above.

12.4.4 (DFP) Di-isopropyl Phosphoro-fluoridate (2) Tons:

This material was produced in (1987) as pesticide against locust which was
expected that year to enter Iraq from Saudi Arabia. However, it is classified as a
weak CW agent, but was never adopted by Al-Muthana as Cw agent. Not
desiring to enlarge the list of agents produced it was decided to destroy it without
declaration. It was hydrolized with caustic soda at Al-Muthana in Summer 1991.
The:imaterial is found in the inventory list of the final agents and precursors in
stores of 31.12.1990 (See Verification Ch. doc. I1.2.)

12.4.5 Pyrophosphate (adimer of DMPH of unidentified structure):
There was about 3 tons of this material remaining from a quantity of 22 tons,
19 tons of which were processed to MPC. The 3 tons remaining was considered
unimportant and was destroyed when cleaning up Dhiaa Plant site. Refer to scrap

of paper where orders for destruction are jotted down. (See Verification Ch. doc.
IV.4)

12.4.6 Spoilt Vx: :

The spoilt Vx which were produced in 1988 and 1990 which had degraded
down to zero as the lab. analysis over a period of 3 weeks show together with
other materials was destroyed in Summer 1993 under the eyes of UNSCOM
CDG 38 without them knowing the exact nature of the materials in the containers
being destroyed. Another quantity about 400 kg which were filled inside aviation
bombs at the beginning of 1988 which was also completely spoilt had been
disposed off in 1988.

The reasons for destructions were to avoid complications that might arise
concerning the actual production of such an important CW agent notwithstanding
the fact that the effort was not successful.

All the above mentioned unilateral destruction of the raw materials, precursors
and agents have been carried out in order to trim down the CW programme,
avoid complications that might arise from contradictions with previous
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declarations etc. None of those reasons involve the intention to conceal important
programmes for future use.

12.5 Unilateral Destruction of Al-Muthana Documentation:

12.5.1 Late 1990 an order was issued by MIC to evacuate all Al-Muthana documents,
to implement this order most of the documents were transferred to air raid
shelters within Al-Muthana many times until mid of 1991 where they were
gathered, and stored in an unfinished house in Samara.

12.5.2 All the documents were transferred to Baghdad, many of these documents
were destroyed in the presence of representatives from different directorates in
Al-Muthana, which they classified and burned the documents of their directorate
according to their personal assessment. After that the remaining classified
documents were gathered.

12.5.3 Some documents from Agargoof site were transferred to Al-Falluja.
All the documents were destroyed except some important documents as
follows:- v

A- Computer Disks Central library
B- Important Documents Central library
C- Microfilm Central library
D- Contracts of purchasing Trading dept.
E- Documents of planning dept.

F- Know-how R & D dept.
G- Personnel files Directorate Administrative

Some of these documents were returned back to their directorate and an order
to destroy all the documents related to the past chemical programme the
remaining documents which were classified as very important documents were
packed in 12 boxes in addition to a box for the documents of D.G office (i.e total
of 13 boxes) were delivered to persons directed by Hussain Kamil.

The contents of these boxes are as follows :-
1- Flow charts of production plants + R&D document.
2- Operations catalogue + Flow charts of production plant.
3- Flow charts of Nasser factory + financial files.
4- Flow charts of Nasser factory.
5- Scientific literature + special document of MSE.
6- Analytical researches + special document of MSE.
7- Computer disk, slides, and studies.
8- Microfilm + video cassette and slides.
9- Researches + studies + flow charts of production plant.
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10- Microfilm + know-how (7201).

11- Flow charts + microfilm + slides.

12- Quality control studies.

13- Assorted special documents from the office of the General Director.

12.5.4 The above mentioned movements of the documents were written in a report in
1991 see the report handed over to the U.N. Special Commission in Dec. 1, 1995
and the video tape showing their storage at the unfinished house in Samara.

12.6 Location where chemical weapons were stored (Quantities and Types):-

12.6.1 There were no chemical munitions stored outside AL-Muthana Establishment
site until the end of 1987.

12.6.2 When the need appeared to find alternative places for storing other than AL-
Muthana Establishment, AL-Muhamadyat site was chosen as an additional
storing site for the filled chemical munitions.

12.6.3 The chemical munitions normally stored in AL-Muthana Establishment site.
(There were (8) underground stores provided with all conditions required for
storing chemical munitions.

In addition those stores were protected against aerial raids and all measures
required for the protection of the stores area against any external threat).

12.6.4 Some times the filling station in Al-Muthana were used for temporary storing
particularly the newly filled munitions.

2.6.5 Location of filled munition:
12.6.5.1 In July-August 1990 Aerial bombs type R-400 were distributed in different
air-bases and they were filled with alcohol 40 liters for each, and also each bomb
supplied with two plastic containers in each 20 liters of D.F. so as to be mixed in

the base when needed.

The distribution was as follows:

Location Quantity
Al-Waleed Air-base 176
Saddam Air-base 80
Al-Kadisya Air-base 240
Suad Air-base 28
Tamuz Air-base 120
Talha Air-base 60
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